
 

 

19 March 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I hope that you and your family are all safe and well.  It has been another busy week at the Academy, 
and it is remarkable to think that we have now been back for two weeks since schools were allowed to 
re-open. The time has gone incredibly quickly and it is vital that our students continue to embrace the 
return to on-site education and the opportunities that this brings.  
 
You will see from this week’s update that it includes a reminder about the staggered relaunch of Session 
3. In the first instance, this is to offer students an opportunity to get involved with a range of sporting or 
enrichment activities to help them settle back into school life. 
 
We hope that this is the start of us being able to widen our extra-curricular and enrichment programme in 
the weeks and months ahead, which is so vital and will encompass academic, sporting and enrichment 
opportunities as part of the Session 3 school experience. 
 
Thank you again for your continued support. Below are this week’s key updates: 
 
Session 3 
 
This week, students have worked with their Personal Tutors to go through the Session 3 programme on 
offer and how to reserve a place.  Please remember that places must be booked at least 24 hours in 
advance via MCAS and there are a limited number of spaces for some sessions. The Session 3 calendar 
can be found on the ‘useful documents’ section of the website, which can be accessed using the 
following link: http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/session3 
 
In addition, should you require more information or a reminder on how to use MCAS, please visit: 
https://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/mcas.aspx 
 
We hope that the students enjoy the sessions on offer. 
 
Lateral Flow Testing Update 
 
We have now completed the cycle of on-site Lateral Flow Tests for students for whom we have parental 
consent. As referred to in last week’s update, students can now carry out twice weekly testing at home 
before coming into the Academy in the morning. It is recommended that your child carries out their test in 
the morning before attending the Academy each Monday and Thursday.  
 
You will be aware that although testing in schools is still voluntary, it is strongly encouraged by the 
Government. There are several potential benefits to completing the lateral testing at home.  These 
include not having to take students out of lessons to take the test, meaning that there is no disruption to 
learning. In addition, effective home testing limits the chances of asymptomatic students from being on 
site which will help to break the chains of transmission. 
 
To support you with home testing, please refer to last week’s update for the key information.  
Alternatively, the home testing guide and related documents can be found on the Academy website at 
the following link: http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/covid-testing 
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Finally, if you did not consent to on-site Lateral Flow testing but would like your child to begin home 
testing, please contact Mrs Chapman at JChapman@Sandwellacademy.com 
 
Student Travel Protocols and Expectations 
 
It is vitally important that our students maintain the highest standards of uniform and behaviour when 
travelling to and from the Academy.  This includes wearing face masks as directed by public transport 
providers.  I would be very grateful if you could remind your child of these protocols and expectations.  
 
Thank you again for your support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Ian Williams 
Headteacher 
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